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The Governments of Mysore, Travancore and Cochin expressed their desire to co-operate in the formatiom of an Association.
In opening the proceedings, His Excellecy the President observed that of recent years thers has been a considerable increase in the destruction of wild life and that, unless steps were taken to prevent it, many species would soon become extinct. Specific instances of the rapidity of the disappearance of such animals were mentioned in letters which had been received by His Excellency from various gentlemen who had been invited to attend the meeting but were unable to do so. His Excellency particularly laid stress on the object for which the meeting had been convened, viz., the preservation of Wild Life, including birds and emphasised that the improvement of vkikar prospects was not an object for consideration at the meeting.
The gentlemen attending the meeting were unanimously in favour of forming an Association for the preservation of Wild Life and, in view of the offers of co-operation which had been received from Mysore, Travancore and Cochin Governments, it was agreed that an Association should be formed for South India and not for the Madras Presidency alone. The ways and means of inaugurating the Association were then considered and later on the Association was ushered into existence.
His Highness Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal, Maharaja of Travancore, having already expressed his sympathy with the aims and objects referred to above, followed it up with practical action. It is perhaps well known that among the Princely Order in India, Travancore and Cochin are States whose Rulers have kept free from the hunting propensities. Indeed, there is a story current that, when an European visitor asked His Highness Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal Maharaja, as to whether His Highness likes hunting, .the prompt reply came from this worthy